
 
Briefing for the Public Petitions Committee 

 
Petition Number: PE1218
 
Main Petitioner: Margot Russell 
 
Subject: Calls on the Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to bring 
forward a programme of works for the grade separation of the Sheriffhall 
Roundabout on the A720 
 
Background 
 
Grade Separation: Grade separation is the process of aligning a junction of 
two or more transport routes at different heights, so as not to disrupt the flow 
of traffic on either route at the point where they intersect.  This is usually 
achieved by creating an overpass or underpass on one, or more, of the routes 
at the intersection.  An at-grade junction is where two or more transport routes 
meet at the same level (grade). 
 
Sheriffhall Roundabout: The Sheriffhall roundabout is located about 2.4 
miles from the eastern end of the Edinburgh City Bypass (A720).  It provides a 
traffic light controlled at-grade junction between the A720 and the A7 and the 
A6106.  Transport Scotland reports1 that the Sheriffhall roundabout is used by 
70,000 vehicles a day.   
 
The Sheriffhall roundabout is the only junction on the Edinburgh City Bypass 
which is not grade separated and is a notorious pinch point on the trunk road 
network, with peak hour delays a regular occurrence.   
 
Scottish Government Action 
 
A £2.2m upgrade of the Sheriffhall roundabout was completed earlier this 
year.  The upgrade scheme, specified and funded by Transport Scotland, 
designed by Atkins and managed by BEAR Scotland, included lane widening 
on the roundabout and its approach roads; installing new traffic lights; 
introducing real-time traffic monitoring equipment; resurfacing the roundabout 
and approach roads; erecting new high mast street lighting and improving 
safety barriers 
 
Transport Scotland has no current plans for the grade separation of the 
Sheriffhall roundabout. 
 
 
 
                                                 
1 “Sheriffhall roundabout upgrade paving the way for the £30m Dalkeith bypass”, Transport 
Scotland, 11 June 2008 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/petitions/docs/PE1218.htm
http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/news/Sheriffhall-Roundabout-upgrade-Dalkeith-bypass


 
 

 
Scottish Parliament Action 
 
The Scottish Parliament has not considered the grade separation of the 
Sheriffhall roundabout. 
 
 
Alan Rehfisch 
Senior Research Specialist 
20 November 2008 
 
 
 
SPICe research specialists are not able to discuss the content of petition briefings 
with petitioners or other members of the public. However if you have any comments 
on any petitions briefing you can email us at spice@scottish.parliament.uk
 
Every effort is made to ensure that the information contained in petitions briefings is 
correct at the time of publication. Readers should be aware however that these 
briefings are not necessarily updated or otherwise amended to reflect subsequent 
changes. 
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